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Abstract:  
Language Policy of India is elucidated in the Constitution, implemented through various 
executive orders that have been issued from time to time and the judicial pronouncements since 
1950. It deals with the use of languages in administration, education, judiciary, legislature, mass 
communication, etc., are pluralistic in its scope. It is both language-development oriented and 
language-survival oriented. 
Manipuri language is one of the oldest languages in Southeast Asia, which has its own 
script and written literature. Manipuri language is the mother tongue of the Manipuris and the 
Manipuri Muslims.There are approximately 1.9 million speakers of Manipuri language, which 
used it as a lingua franca among the 29 different ethnic groups of Manipur. Manipuri language is 
the only T.B (Tibeto-Burman) language in India with its own script, which has been in existence 
from 1st century A.D. Except not being recognized by Sahitya Academi, Manipuri language has 
all the criteria for recognition of it into Eighth Schedule languages. Though it was recognized by 
Sahitya Academi in year 1971, it was not included into the Eighth Schedule until 1992. 
Dominance and Suppression to Manipuri language by the Language Policy of India since 1950 as 
compare to other languages of India can be highlighted by analysing the relevance, recognition of 
it into the Eighth Schedule and uses of Manipuri language in Administration, Education and Mass 
communication etc. in the country. Such the paper tries to focus on the some important areas 
where Manipuri language was Dominance and Suppression by the Language Policy of India with 
help of historical facts and evidences of the language. 
Keywords: Language Policy; Manipuri language; Status; Eighth Schedule. 
Introduction: 
India is one of the most linguistically diverse 
countries in the world. The languages of India 
belong to five families: the Indo-Aryan languages, 
the Dravidian languages, the Austro-Asiatic, 
the Sino-Tibetan (Tibeto-Burman) and the 
Andamanese language. Language Policy of India is 
elucidated in the Constitution, implemented 
through various executive orders that have been 
issued from time to time and the judicial 
pronouncement since 1950. It deals with the use of 
languages in administration, education, judiciary, 
legislature, mass communication, etc., are 
pluralistic in its scope.(Indian Multilingualism, 
Language Policy, p. 7) It is both language-
development oriented and language-survival 
oriented. 
Manipuri language is one of the oldest 
languages in Southeast Asia, which has its own 
script and written literature.(Devi, Chanambam 
Sarajubala, 2002, p.4) Manipuri language is the 
mother tongue of the Manipuris and the Manipuri 
Muslims. Manipuri language is the State official 
language of Manipur and it is also one of the 22 
Eight Scheduled languages of India. Manipuri 
language is the only T.B (Tibeto-Burman) language 
in India with its own script, which has been in 
existence from 1st century A.D. Dominance and 
Suppression to Manipuri language by the Language 
Policy of India since 1950 as compare to other 
languages of India can be highlighted by analysing 
the relevance, recognition and uses of Manipuri 
language in Administration, Education and Mass 
communication etc in the country. Such the paper 
tries to focus on the some important areas where 
Manipuri language was Dominance and 
Suppression by the Language Policy of India with 
help of historical facts and evidences of the 
language. 
Languages of India:  
The languages of India belong to five families: 
the Indo-Aryan (total- 21 languages, with a total 
population of 75.28%), the Dravidian (total-17 
languages, with a total population of 22.53%), the 
Austro-Asiatic (total-14 languages, with a total 
population of 1.13%) and the Sino-Tibetan (Tibeto-
Burman) [total-62 languages with a total 
population of 0.97%]. The fifth family: 
Andamanese, is spoken by at most a few hundred 
among the indigenous tribal peoples in the 
Andaman Islands, and has no agreed upon 
connections with families outside them.(Census of 
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India 2001,  Statement 1, Part-A ) Individual 
mother tongues in India number several hundred, 
according to the 1961 Census there are 1,652 
languages in India. According to Census 2001 
shows that there are in total 122 languages in India 
out of which 22 languages are spoken by over one 
million people, while a remaining 100 languages 
are spoken by more than 10,000 people. Then 
again, there are languages that are not even 
recorded because they are spoken by less than 
10,000. (Census of India 2001, Statement 1,Part-A) 
Manipuri language:  
Manipuri language (also called Meeteilon, 
Meiteiron and Meithei in Linguistic literature) is a 
direct descendent of the accumulation of Kuki Chin 
group of the Tibeto-Burman family of languages.  
Its synonym form Meeteilon, Meiteiron, which 
etymologically means „language of the Meeteis 
(Manipuris)’. Manipuri language has its dialects 
consist of seven different clans namely Mangang 
(Ningthauja), Luwang, Khuman, Angom, Moirang, 
Khaba-nganba, and Sarang-Leishangthem. Its 
script is known as Manipuri Script or Meetei-
Mayek. Manipuri language is the only T.B (Tibeto-
Burman) language in India with its own script – 
Meitei-Mayek, which has been in existence from 1st 
century A.D. coins of Wura Konthouba (568-
658)].( Singh, Moirangthem Imocha., 2002, p.17). 
In connection with Meitei Mayek, Dr Kriti (1980) 
writes-“Meteilon has been the state language of 
Manipur since 3rd century A.D., coins were struck, 
royal chronicles recorded, edicts and copper plates 
issued in this language.” (Devi Chanambam 
Sarajubala, 2002) Ancient Meitei records were in 
Meitei-Mayek only. However, some of this rich 
heritage of Manipuri language was destroyed as a 
result of Hindunisation in 18th century; it has been 
influenced and enriched by Indo-Aryan languages 
of Sanskrit origin from 18th century onwards and 
by English language from 19th century respectively. 
Manipuri language is the official language of 
the State of Manipur, India, which has its own 
script and written literature, its literature is very old 
with a rich and variegated history and traditions. 
Manipuri language is one of the Eighth Scheduled 
languages of India. Manipuri language is the 
mother tongue of the Manipuris and the Manipuri 
Muslims.  In India, the total number of people who 
speaks Manipuri as their mother tongue numbers is 
1,466,705. (Census of India, 2001) There are 
Manipuri speakers in Bangladesh and Myanmar as 
well. The Manipuri population was 6000 in 
Myanmar in 1931 and 92800 in Bangladesh in 
1982. (http://www.ethnlogue.com) There are 
approximately 1.9 million speakers of Manipuri 
language, which used it as a lingua franca among 
the 29 different ethnic groups of Manipur. It also 
used among some ethnic groups in North Eastern 
India, who use it to communicate among 
themselves by using this language.                                                  
Manipuri language has been recognized by 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, as the 
language of AIR, Imphal (1963) with coverage of 
78% of the programmes and Silchar (1978). The 
language has been internationally recognized since 
1762. (In the treaty between Gourashyam, the king 
of Meekly (Manipur) and East India Company), in 
Walter Hamilton‟s Report on Manipur, 1820. It has 
been recognized as a subject of Modern Indian 
Languages of India (MIL) by CBSE, Board of 
Secondary Education, Assam, Gauhati University, 
Guwahati, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh, 
Calcutta University, Calcutta, Delhi University, 
Delhi and Assam University, Silchar. Manipuri 
language has been taught as a subject of MIL and 
Elective language up to the Graduate Level and as 
a MIL Language up to Post-graduate, M.Phil and 
Ph.D., apart from being a medium of instruction up 
to High School Leaving Certificate (H.S.L.C) in 
Manipur, Assam and in the Manipuri dominated 
areas. 
The Manipuri Speakers in India: 
The Manipuris are mainly inhabited in 
Manipur.  But we found there are a large number of 
the Manipuris in different parts of India. Presently, 
India has total 28 States and 7 Union Territories, 
out of this total except in two Union Territories all 
the States and Union Territories of India are 
inhabited by Manipuri Population. In India, the 
total number of people who speaks Manipuri as 
their mother tongue numbers is 1,270,216 out of 
which 1, 110, 134 speakers reside in Manipur 
(Census of India, 1991) and 1,466,705 (Census of 
India, 2001). According to Census of India, 2001 
outside Manipur, the highest Manipuri inhabited 
State is Assam. There are total numbers of 1, 
54,059 Manipuri speakers in Assam and this figure 
may be varied. And lowest Manipuri inhabited 
State is Chhattisgarh and Union Territory is 
Pondicherry respectively. The following Table-2 
clearly shows all the details information about 
Manipuri speakers‟ population in India. 
Tabel-2 
Distribution of Manipuri speakers in India/ 
States/ Union Territories 
Census Report -2001 
India/States/Union 
Territories 
      
Persons 
          
Males 
    
Females 
India 14,66705 7,34,604 7,32,10
4 
Andhra Pradesh  365 150 215 
Andaman & Nicober 
Islands   
20 11 9 
Arunachal Pradesh  2020 1210 810 
Assam  1,54,059 77,350 76,709 
Bihar  77 53 24 
Chandigarh 363 236 145 
Chhattisgarh  61 31 30 
Daman & Nagar 8 7 1 
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India/States/Union 
Territories 
      
Persons 
          
Males 
    
Females 
Haveli  
Delhi 2020 1210 810 
Goa  49 39 10 
Gujarat  243 148 95 
Haryana 329 222 107 
Himachal Pradesh  68 45 23 
Jammu & Kashmir 977 902 75 
Jharkhand  191 151 40 
Karnataka 997 598 399 
Kerala  109 78 31 
Lakshadweep  ------ ------ ------ 
Manipur  12,66,098 63,038 63,6010 
Maharashtra  1665 1129 536 
Madhya Pradesh  426 278 148 
Meghalaya  3522 2211 1311 
Mizoram  1825 1309 516 
Nagaland  6927 4096 2831 
Orissa  109 59 50 
Pondicherry  6 6 0 
Punjab 504 359 145 
Rajasthan 404 272 132 
Sikkim  223 163 24 
Tamil Nadu  370 216 154 
Tripura  20,716 10,551 10,165 
Uttarpradesh 532 397 135 
Uttaranchal 270 211 59 
West Bengal  1075 713 362 
(Source: Census of India, 2001) 
Language Policy of India: 
Language Policy of India is elucidated in the 
Constitution, implemented through various 
executive orders that have been issued from time to 
time and the judicial pronouncements since 1950. It 
deals with the use of languages in administration, 
education, judiciary, legislature, mass 
communication, etc., are pluralistic in its scope. It 
is both language-development oriented and 
language-survival oriented. All the provisions 
related to language can be found in Part Seventeen 
in Article 343-51 of the Indian Constitution. Article 
343 declares that the official language of the Union 
would be Hindi in the Devanagari script. Article 
345 permits the States and Union Territories to 
have their own official language that could be used 
for all official purposes of the States.(Indian 
Multilingualism) The Policy is intended to 
encourage the citizens to use their mother tongue in 
certain delineated levels and domains through some 
gradual processes, but the stated goal of the policy 
is to help all languages to develop into fit vehicles 
of communication at their designated areas of use, 
irrespective of their nature or status like major, 
minor, or tribal languages.(singh, kh and 
Bijoykumar, 2005) The policy is accommodative 
and ever-evolving, through mutual adjustment, 
consensus and judicial processes. The 
accommodative spirit may be dim at times and the 
decisions vacillating and uneasy, but this spirit was 
continuously prevalent from the early days of the 
struggle for independence from the British rule. 
This was seen as a necessity in nation-building. 
Political awareness or consciousness relating to the 
maintenance of native languages has been very 
high, both among the political leadership and 
among the ordinary people who speak these 
languages. 
Eighth Schedule(ES):  
According to Article 344(1) and 351, Eighth 
Schedule was included in the Constitution in 1950 
and provides formal and Constitutional recognition 
to dominant regional languages in the spheres of 
administration, education, economy and social 
status.( Sarangi A., 2009, p.27). In the beginning 
the ES listed 14 languages i.e. Assamese, Bengali, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, 
Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, 
and Urdu as the official languages of Indian States. 
Since then, this has been expanded thrice, once in 
the year 1967 to include Sindhi. For  Second time 
in the year 1992, according to the 71st Amendment 
of the Constitution of India to include Konkani, 
Manipuri and Nepali in to the Eighth Schedule of 
the Constitution of India. Again for third time in 
the year 2003, according to the 100th Amendment 
of the Constitution of India to include Bodo, 
Santhali, Maithili and Dogri in to the Eighth 
Schedule of the Constitution of India. 
The following rights and beneficiaries can 
be availed by any of the Eighth Scheduled 
languages: 
1. An M.P member belonging to any of 
the Eighth Schedule languages can 
speak and deliver his/her speech in 
own mother tongue. 
2. An M.P member belonging to any of 
the Eighth Schedule languages can 
participate in Language Commission 
and Committee, according to the 
Article- 344(1) of the Constitution. 
3.  Any of the Eighth Schedule 
languages can broadcast their 
language in AIR and T.V, Delhi. 
4.  UPSC for its Civil Services 
Examination allowed the candidates 
of the Eighth Schedule languages can 
give their answers in mother tongue. 
5. For the development of Indian 
languages, Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, New Delhi 
established CIIL head quarter at 
Mysore and four other regional 
centres at Mysore, Pune, Patiyala, 
Bhubaneswar. 
6. For the preparation of Syllabus and 
Teaching aid in National Council of 
Educational Research and Training, 
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New Delhi only Schedule languages 
can get opportunity. 
7. Only the films of the Eighth Schedule 
language can participate in the 
National and International films 
award competition.  
8. The States of Eighth Schedule 
languages can implement their 
language as compulsory subject in 
their own States. 
9. Central government give one core of 
rupees to the States of the Eighth 
Schedule languages for the 
development of their language. 
10. The States of the Eighth Schedule 
Language can establish Official 
language Department, Training 
Institutes and Translation Bureau 
offices in their own States. 
11. According to the Three Language 
Formula one Schedule language can 
learn as third language in Central 
governmental schools and Navodaya 
Vidyalaya etc. 
12. Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, Education Department, 
Language Division, New Delhi give 
financial assistance to the Schedule 
language for the translation of their 
language into English and other 
different languages of India. 
In the following Table-1, we can see the 
comparative speaker‟s strength of the Eighth 
Schedule languages of India in the year 1971, 
1981, 1991 and 200 
Table -1 
COMPARATIVE SPEAKER'S STRENGTH OF SCHEDULED LANGUAGES 1971, 1981, 1991 AND 2001 
(Source: Census of India, 2001) 
Note:  
#    Full figures for Kashmiri & Dogri language for 
1991 are not available as the 1991 Census was not 
conducted in Jammu & Kashmir due to disturbed 
conditions. 
$     Excludes figures of Paomata, Mao-Maram and 
Purul sub-divisions of Senapati district of Manipur 
for 2001. N' - Stands for Negligible. 
Language   Persons who returned the language as their mother tongue Percentage total  
population in 2001 
     1971      1981      1991      2001 2001  
  INDIA 548,159,652 665,287,849 838,583,988 1,028,610,328 96.56 
1  Hindi 202,767,971 257,749,009 329,518,087 422,048,642 41.03 
2  Bengali  44,792,312  51,298,319  69,595,738  83,369,769 8.11 
3  Telugu  44,756,923  50,624,611  66,017,615  74,002,856 7.19 
4  Marathi  41,765,190  49,452,922  62,481,681  71,936,894 6.99 
5  Tamil 2  37,690,106  **  53,006,368  60,793,814 5.91 
6  Urdu  28,620,895  34,941,435  43,406,932  51,536,111 5.01 
7  Gujarati  25,865,012  33,063,267  40,673,814  46,091,617 4.48 
8  Kannada  21,710,649  25,697,146  32,753,676  37,924,011 3.69 
9 Malayalam  21,938,760  25,700,705  30,377,176  33,066,392 3.21 
10 Oriya  19,863,198  23,021,528  28,061,313  33,017,446 3.21 
11 Punjabi  14,108,443  19,611,199  23,378,744  29,102,477 2.83 
12Assamese2   8,959,558  **  13,079,696  13,168,484 1.28 
13 Maithili@   6,130,026  7,522,265  7,766,921  12,179,122 1.18 
14 Santali  3,786,899  4,332,511  5,216,325  6,469,600 0.63 
15 Kashmiri  2,495,487  3,176,975  #  5,527,698 0.54 
16 Nepali  1,419,835  1,360,636  2,076,645  2,871,749 0.28 
17 Sindhi  1,676,875  2,044,389  2,122,848  2,535,485 0.25 
18 Konkani  1,508,432  1,570,108  1,760,607  2,489,015 0.24 
19 Dogri  1,299,143  1,530,616  #  2,282,589 0.22 
20Manipuri $  791,714  901,407  1,270,216  1,466,705 0.14 
21 Bodo2   556,576  **  1,221,881  1,350,478 0.13 
22 Sanskrit  2,212  6,106  49,736  14,135 N 
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@    Maithili figure has been extracted from Hindi 
language from 1971 census to 1991 census since it 
was one of the mother tongues grouped under 
Hindi during the period. 
Dominance and Suppression to Manipuri 
Language by the Language Policy of India: 
Since 1950, when the time the 
Constitution of India introduced Language Policy 
of India and under that Policy 14 languages are 
recognized as the Eighth Schedule languages of 
India. However, The Constituent Assembly did not 
formulate any criteria for including particular 
language under the Eighth Schedule. But by 
analyzing certain criteria of the those14 Eighth 
Schedule languages, we can assume the following 
criteria are necessary for Eighth Schedule 
languages. (i) Literary tradition and Scripts of their 
own, (ii) Spoken by the largest number of people in 
large contiguous geographical zones as dominant 
languages of certain regions, (iii) Political 
concessions, (iv) Being recognized by States as 
official languages of the State, (v) Being 
recognized by Sahitya Akademi and (vi) Being 
spoken by more than one million people as their 
mother tongue etc. 
Except not being recognized by Sahitya 
Academi, Manipuri language has all the above 
criterias when the time Constitution of India 
recognized Eighth Schedule languages. But after it 
was recognized by Sahitya Academi in year 1971, 
Manipuri language was not included in the Eighth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution till 1992. 
Language Policy of India is mean for take up 
the implement measures for the promotion of 
Scheduled Languages and Non -Scheduled 
Languages and for the reorganization of deserving 
Non-Scheduled languages as Scheduled 
Languages. This measure of Language Policy of 
India was not performed in the case of Manipuri 
language in the earlier time, but finally at last it 
was included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution.          
After more than four decades struggled by 
Manipuris inhabitant in North- Eastern Regions 
generally and Manipuris inhabitant in Manipur and 
Assam particularly in the different ways of 
struggles by sending and presenting of 
memorandum to the govt. officials, agitation, 
hunger strike, hunger strike unto death and band of 
Schedule languages organized by different 
nongovernmental organizations like Manipuri 
Sahitya Parishad, Imphal, Manipuri Sahitya 
Parishad, Assam, Pan Manipuri Youth League, 
Imphal, All Manipur Students‟ Union (AMSU), 
Manipuri Language Demand Co-ordinating 
Committee, NE, All Assam Manipuri Students‟ 
Union (AAMSU), Assam etc. As a result of all 
these effort of the Manipuris inhabitant in NER, 
Manipuri language was included in the Eighth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution on 20th August, 
1992, according to the 71st Amendment of the 
Indian Constitution. 
Though, the above mentioned rights and 
beneficiaries are given to those languages that are 
included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution, Manipuri language one of the Eighth 
Schedule language is still unable to get all the 
above facilities given by Language Policy of India 
mentioned in the Constitution of India.  
The following rights and beneficiaries are 
still unable to get by Manipuri languages are as 
follows: 
1. Till today not a single Minister, M.P 
and M.L.A member from Manipuri 
speaking community were not given 
permission to speak Manipuri 
language in the Legislative Assembly 
House and Parliament. 
2. Except, members from the political 
backgrounds side, till today not a 
single members belong from the 
intellectual background are selected 
in the Official Language Commission 
of India. 
3. The scripts of Manipuri language is 
not printed in the Indian Rupee. 
4. Still Central as well as States 
government is not taking serious 
forward steps for the establishment of 
Directorate or Institute for the 
development of Manipuri language. 
Conclusion:  
The development of every language 
should be constitutionally guaranteed. However, 
apart from constitutional recognition, the utmost 
challenge is the creation of smooth socio-cultural 
ground where every language is properly nurtured. 
Manipuri language behind the Language Policy of 
India for the inclusion of Manipuri language in the 
Eighth Schedule is justification. As a matter of 
justification Constitution of India also recognized 
Manipuri language as one of the Eighth Schedule 
language of the Indian Constitution on 20th August, 
1992 according to the 71st Amendment of the 
Indian Constitution. Though, Manipuri language 
was recognized by the Constitution of India from 
1992 onwards, but still it was unable to get all the 
rights and beneficiaries given by Constitution to the 
Eighth Schedule languages of India. Therefore, it is 
the responsibility of the both Central as well as 
State government for development of Manipuri 
language. As compare to other languages and their 
status, which has already included in Eighth 
Schedule languages of the Indian Constitution, the 
status of Manipuri language need to be developed 
in many fields as mentioned in the above. 
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